MAKING GEOGRAPHIC INQUIRY POSSIBLE TENNESSEE INQUIRY

3rd grade Tennessee Common Good Inquiry

Was the Chickamauga
Dam worth it?

Supporting Questions
1. What is eminent domain and common good?
2. Why was the Chickamauga Dam built?
3. What were the costs and benefits of the Chickamauga Dam?
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3rd grade Tennessee Geography Inquiry

Was the Chickamauga Dam worth it?
Tennessee Social
Studies Standards

3.12: Locate the following cities and physical features in Tennessee: Cities—Chattanooga,
Knoxville, Memphis, Nashville; Rivers—Cumberland, Mississippi, Tennessee; Mountain
Range—Great Smoky Mountains Content Strand: G, T
3.13: Explain how geographic challenges are met with: Dams, Roads, etc. Content Strand: C,
E, G, H

Staging the Question

Imagine that three students brought bags of M&Ms to class to eat at recess. None of the
other students had a similar tasty treat. The teacher decides to take the candy and divide it
evenly so that each student has a little bit of candy instead of just three. Discuss: Is that
fair? Who benefits from the teacher’s decision? Who doesn’t benefit from the teacher’s
decision?

Supporting Question 1

Supporting Question 2

Supporting Question 3

Why was the Chickamauga Dam built?

What were the costs and benefits of
building the Chickamauga Dam?

Formative
Performance Task

Formative
Performance Task

Formative
Performance Task

Create a class definition of eminent
domain and describe how it impacts
the common good.

Annotate on a photograph of the
Chickamauga Dam and include a
caption about why the dam was built.

Construct a class T-Chart and list the
costs and benefits of building the
Chickamauga Dam.

Featured Sources

Featured Sources

Featured Sources

What is eminent domain and
common good?

Source A: Definition of eminent
domain.

Source A: Chickamauga Dam,
Tennessee Valley Authority.

Source A: The lost town of Old
Harrison, WRBC, 2021.

Source B: Unintended
Consequences: Eminent Domain
Video, IzzitEDU, video.

Source B: 75 years of the
Chickamauga Dam: 1938,
Chattanooga History.

Source B: Harrison, Tennessee:
Hamilton County’s hidden Atlantis,
News Channel 9, 2017.

Source C: Workers of the Chattanooga
Dam Project, Chattanooga History.

*Students should also use sources
from Supporting Question 2

Summative
Performance
Task

ARGUMENT Was the Chickamauga Dam worth it? Construct an oral argument using the ‘taking a
stand’ protocol and answer the compelling question--was the Chickamauga Dam worth it?

Geo-Inquiry
Process

Students ask a member of the local zoning board into class to discuss eminent domain cases that
have impacted or will impact the community. Discuss the costs and benefits of eminent domain
and determine whether students should take a stand in an upcoming case.
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Overview
Inquiry Description
This 3rd grade inquiry asks students to think about a challenging local public policy issue: eminent domain. The
compelling question—“Was the Chickamauga Dam worth it?”—engages students in an examination of a historic
eminent domain case study that happened right in their backyard. The Chickamauga Dam was a Tennessee Valley
Authority (TVA) project -- a result of FDR’s New Deal to improve the country’s infrastructure and to jump start the
economy to pull the US out of the Great Depression. But, in order to build the dam, developers had to use eminent
domain which displaced people in the town of Old Harrison. Students in this inquiry weigh the benefits and costs
of public projects like the Chickamauga Dam and determine the impact of using eminent domain for the common
good.
NOTE: This inquiry unit is anticipated to require three-to-five 45-minute class sessions. The time needed depends
on what lesson elements teachers would like to focus on. Teachers are encouraged to add and subtract additional
resources according to preference, instructional time, and student needs. Resources can also be modified as
necessary to meet individualized education programs (IEPs) or Section 504 Plans for students with disabilities.

Structure of the Inquiry
In addressing the compelling question “Was the Chickamauga Dam worth it?” students work through a series of
supporting questions, formative performance tasks, and featured sources in order to construct an argument with
evidence from a variety of sources.

Staging the Compelling Question
In staging the compelling question—“Was the Chickamauga Dam worth it?”—teachers will guide students through
a hypothetical scenario in which a small group of students brings a treat to class and the teacher asks them to
divide it evenly amongst the class. The teacher will lead the class through a discussion around fairness and the
concept of common good to prepare students to understand the key themes of eminent domain. Teachers may use
the following questions to guide discussion: Is that fair? Who benefits from the teacher’s decision? Who doesn’t
benefit from the teacher’s decision?

Supporting Question 1
The first Supporting Question—“What is eminent domain and common good?”— establishes the grounding theme of
the inquiry by having students define important concepts. Source A is a definition of eminent domain and Source B
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is an educational video about eminent domain with clarifying examples. The formative performance task has the
class create a definition of eminent domain based on the sources and use their definition to describe how eminent
domain impacts the common good.

Supporting Question 2
The second Supporting Question—“Why was the Chickamauga Dam built?”—has students examine why the dam
was deemed necessary and survey the history of the dam’s creation. Source A is an informational text about the
Chickamauga Dam written by the TVA. This source includes a modern day image of the dam. Source B is an image
of the dam from the 1930s. Source C is an image of the team of workers who built the dam as part of President
Roosevelt’s New Deal job creation efforts. The formative performance task asks students to annotate the
photograph of the dam and include a caption about what the dam was built.

Supporting Question 3
The third Supporting Question—“What were the costs and benefits of building the Chickamauga Dam?”—has
students weigh the positive and negative effects of the dam construction using local news stories. Source A is a local
news story about the lost town of Harrison and details the benefits (has prevented $5 billion in flood damage) and
the costs (removal of landmarks). Source B is a local news story about how the seasonal water level variations
expose the lost town of Harrison. Students will also use Featured Sources from Supporting Question 2. The
formative performance task asks students as a class to organize the positive and negative effects of building the
Chickamauga Dam into a T-chart.

Summative Performance Task
Students draw upon understandings developed through the formative performance tasks to craft evidence-based
oral arguments responding to the compelling question—“Was the Chickamauga Dam worth it?” Teachers guide
students through oral arguments using the Take a Stand protocol (or similar protocol found on Facing History and
Ourselves). Signs with the claims “The Chickamauga Dam was worth it” and “The Chickamauga Dam was not worth
it” will be placed on opposite sides of the room and students will be asked to line themselves up along the
continuum between the two claims. The teacher will then facilitate discussion with students by asking them to
explain why they stood where they did and cite relevant evidence to back up their claims.
Student arguments will likely vary, but could include any of the following or a combination of the following:
●

Even though some people lost their homes, the Chickamauga Dam was worth it because the dam controlled
flooding downstream in the city of Chattanooga and saved lives.

●

The Chickamauga Dam was not worth it because it took away everything from citizens in Old Harrison and only
benefitted citizens who had been in flood zones in the city of Chattanooga.
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Geo-Inquiry Process
Students could engage in a Geo-Inquiry that focuses on a real world issue and take action on something that
matters to them and connects with the ideas of the inquiry. This Geo-Inquiry process focuses on students engaging
with local officials about eminent domain cases. The inquiry asks students to walk through the costs and benefits of
the Chickamauga Dam and this Geo-Inquiry process will ask students to do the same for a present day case.
Students will start by talking with a local zoning board official about their experiences with eminent domain before
moving into investigating present day cases. Students will evaluate the costs and the benefits of a present day case
and communicate their findings with stakeholders via a Public Service Announcement. Ultimately, students will
take a stand and reconnect with the local zoning board official by arguing if they think the present day eminent
domain case is worth it.
●
●
●
●
●

Ask: Students will ask a local zoning board official to share about their experiences with eminent domain.
Collect: Students will collect present day examples of eminent domain cases.
Visualize: Students will visualize the costs and the benefits of enacting eminent domain in those specific
cases.
Create: Students will create a Public Service Announcement educating the community about the costs and
benefits of that specific eminent domain case.
Act: Students will write to the local zoning board official and take a stance on the eminent domain case
they investigated.
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Supporting Question 1
Featured Source

Source A: Definition of Eminent Domain
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Supporting Question 1
Featured Source

Source B: Unintended Consequences: Eminent Domain, Video by IZZIT (includes rolling transcript)
available online: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TG61nflAI7E.
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Supporting Question 1
Featured Source

Source A: Chickamauga Dam, Tennessee Valley Authority. Accessed
https://www.tva.com/energy/our-power-system/hydroelectric/chickamauga.

Chickamauga
Chickamauga Dam has four generating units with a net dependable capacity of 119 megawatts. It lies just
north of Chattanooga, and is instrumental in preventing the flooding of the city.

Chickamauga Reservoir is on the Tennessee River just north of Chattanooga. The reservoir stretches
59 miles upriver from the dam to Watts Bar Dam.
Chickamauga Reservoir is named for a tribe of Native Americans that broke away from the Cherokee
Nation in the 1700s. They lived in villages along North Chickamauga Creek, which joins the river just
below Chickamauga Dam. The reservoir is popular for fishing, boating and swimming. There are boat
ramps on the reservoir and canoe access points on North Chickamauga Creek.
The Big Ridge Small Wild Area is a 200-acre upland hardwood forest situated on a high ridge above
the north shore of the reservoir at the dam. An easy 1.3-mile loop trail leads through the forest. Spring
wildflowers include bloodroot, toothwort, larkspur, trillium and mayapple.
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Before TVA created Chickamauga and other reservoirs above Chattanooga, the city had one of the
most serious flooding problems in the nation. Now the river that often threatened the city contributes
to its economy as a major artery for barge traffic.

Facts & Figures
● Construction of Chickamauga Dam began in 1936 and was completed in 1940.
● The dam is 129 feet high and stretches 5,800 feet across the Tennessee River.
● Chickamauga Reservoir has 784 miles of shoreline and about 36,240 acres of water surface. It
has a flood-storage capacity of 345,300 acre-feet.
● In order to maintain the water depth required for navigation, the minimum winter elevation for
Chickamauga Reservoir is 675 feet. The typical summer operating range is between 681.5 and
682.5 feet.
● Chickamauga and other reservoirs on the Tennessee and its tributaries have prevented nearly
$5 billion in flood damage in the city of Chattanooga alone.
● The 60-by-360-foot lock at Chickamauga lifts and lowers river craft about 50 feet between
Nickajack and Chickamauga reservoirs.
● Chickamauga Dam is a hydroelectric facility. It has four generating units with a summer net
dependable capacity of 142 megawatts. Net dependable capacity is the amount of power a
hydroelectric dam can produce on an average day, minus the electricity used by the dam itself.
● Find Chickamauga Dam at 4601 Amnicola Hwy., Chattanooga, Tenn.
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Supporting Question 2
Featured Source

Source B: 75 years of the Chickamauga Dam: 1938, Chattanooga History. Accessed

https://chattanoogahistory.com/1938dam.php.
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Supporting Question 2
Featured Source

Source C: Workers of the Chattanooga Dam Project, Chattanooga History. Accessed

https://chattanoogahistory.com/dambuilders.php.
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Supporting Question 3
Featured Source

Source A: The lost town of Old Harrison, WRBC, 2021. Accessed

https://www.wrcbtv.com/story/43532389/3-in-your-town-the-lost-town-of-old-harrison.

The lost town of Old Harrison
For a few months a year, while lake levels are low, it is possible to paddle to
the chain of islands.
Monday, March 22nd 2021, 7:49 AM EDT
By John Martin

On March 1, 1935, TVA engineers started surveys and foundation exploration for the Chickamauga Dam just
downstream from the lower end of Chickamauga Island and seven miles upstream from Chattanooga. On August 12,
1935, an appropriation was made by Congress for starting construction.
"The purpose of the dam was to control flooding downstream in the Chattanooga community,” explained Outdoor
Chattanooga’s, Terri Chapin. “But what happened to those upstream? They got a knock on the door, telling them
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that they had a few weeks to get their affairs into order before the waters would rise. And their homes, lands and
houses would be consumed by the lake."
Construction of Chickamauga Dam began in 1936 and was completed in just four years. TVA says Chickamauga and
other reservoirs on the Tennessee River and its tributaries have prevented nearly $5 billion in flood damage in the
city of Chattanooga alone.
During his dedication of the dam in 1940, Franklin Roosevelt proclaimed, "This Chickamauga Dam: built by the
Tennessee Valley Authority for the people of the United States, is helping to give to all of us human control of the
watershed of the Tennessee River in order that it may serve in full the purposes of men."
The lake of 33,500 acres created by the Chickamauga Dam has greatly changed the map and landscape of Hamilton
County. Many prominent landmarks and scenes of momentous happenings of long ago are gone forever. The town
of Old Harrison was lost to the rising waters. It was necessary for the TVA to remove several old churches, schools
and cemeteries to make way for the impounded waters of the Chickamauga Dam.
More than seventy years later now, a trip to this cluster of islands reveal the footprint of the town, its businesses
and homes, and even the original portion of Highway 58. It's a humbling adventure to be had. A town lost for the
progress of a nation.
"Sometimes sacrifices need to be made to better the future,” said Chapin. “But it can be hard to have that forward
thinking."
A public launch nearby is the Waconda Bay TWRA boat slip.
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Supporting Question 3
Featured Source

Source B: Harrison, Tennessee: Hamilton County’s hidden Atlantis, News Channel 9, 2017.

Accessed
https://newschannel9.com/news/local/harrison-tennessee-hamilton-countys-hidden-atlantis.

Harrison, Tennessee: Hamilton County's hidden Atlantis
by Calvin SneedMonday, February 27th 2017

HAMILTON COUNTY, Tenn. — In 1939, many communities along the Tennessee River had to move because
of the lake that was coming after the Chickamauga Dam was completed. We're taking you to one of those
former communities, that you can only see, when the water goes down.
Harrison, Tennessee is a place that seldom sees the light of day. Most of the time, it's under the Chickamauga
Lake right here near Wolftever Creek.
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Back In 1940, the water started rising in old Harrison. "Some of the houses would have been out of the water,"
says historian Heman McDade.
But they were doomed. Families had to move out, when T-V-A created the Chickamauga Lake. But for just a
few months out of the year, the water level is actually low enough to where you can see things in the town,
formerly the county seat of Hamilton County.
From the Newschannel 9 SkyView, you can see the outline of a once-prosperous town long gone. Like old 58
highway and crumbling home foundations. "There were sidewalks all over the place," says historian Jim
Holcomb.
With Old Harrison historians Heman McDade and Jim Holcomb, we visited the ghosts of this fascinating place
that time has forgotten. "You've got two stores right here, and up here on the map, you've got one, two, three
stores. A regular business district," says Holcomb.
If you wanted to eat out back then, "right here in the middle of town on this map, the Green Fly Restaurant,"
Holcomb says. "Don't it make you want to go there and eat meatloaf," he laughs.
Doctor Luther Hawk lived in one of the largest homes in town. Former Harrison resident Dewey Moore
Hanning remembers him well, as being "a really nice man and compassionate."
Where others channeled drinking water to their homes, Dr. Hawk had a modern cistern to collect it.
Next door to the doctor, the old Harrison Baptist Church. Its cemetery was right next to it. The people buried
there were moved to higher ground.
Few pictures exist of Old Harrison-- but we found this one... of the Richey house from the 30's. Today, the
home's foundation is still with us. "Big two-story house, for a bunch of kids," Holcomb notes.
All the kids around got their education, just down old 58 highway. at the old Harrison Elementary School. The
foundation shows, a fairly big school, for an important community. In a few days, the lake will rise.. old
Harrison's memory once again, swallowed by the lake.
Dewey Hanning that you heard from, was moved with her family to Silverdale when the lake flooded Old
Harrison. Ironically, just 5 short years later, the family was forced to move once again, when the Volunteer
Army Ammunition Plant expanded onto their new land in Silverdale to build explosives during World War Two.
According to Hamilton County Government's website, Harrison was the county seat for 30 years in the 1800's.
When the courthouse was moved to Chattanooga, Harrison residents seceeded from Hamilton County, and
formed James County, which went bankrupt in 1919.
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