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Inquiry Design Model (IDM): Overthrow of the Hawaiian Kingdom 

Kaimuki Middle, 7th Grade History of Hawaiian Kingdom 

Compelling 
Question Was the overthrow of the Hawaiian Kingdom justified? 

Standards and 
Practices 

Content Standard SS.7HHK.4.12.1  
Evaluate the political and economic developments leading to the overthrow of the Hawaiian Kingdom 
Content Standard SS.7HHK.4.18.2  
Compare and contrast perspectives of proponents and opponents of the 1893 overthrow of the Hawaiian Kingdom 
Inquiry Standard SS.6-8.4.1  
Construct arguments and explanations using claims and evidence from multiple sources while acknowledging the strengths 
and limitations of the arguments 
SJ.J.13  
Students will analyze the harmful impact of bias and injustice on the world, historically and today 

Staging the 
Question 

Introduction to Overthrow through documentary film: Hawaii’s Last Queen 

- Students will watch the documentary and answer guiding questions  

Pre-Assessment: Argumentative writing exercise 

- “Are middle schools justified in enforcing uniforms upon students?” & “Do you think it is ever 
justified to overthrow a government?” 

Supporting  

Question 1  

Supporting  

Question 2  

Supporting  

Question 3  

 

 

 

What are some economic impacts of the 
Reciprocity Treaty on Hawaii and the 

United States? 

 

 

 

What are some political impacts of the 
Bayonet Constitution on Hawaii and the 

United States? 

What are some arguments in support 
and against the Overthrow of the 

Hawaiian Kingdom? 

Formative  

Performance Task 

Formative  

Performance Task 

Formative  

Performance Task 

 

 

Students will read and take notes about 
the Reciprocity Treaty (reading adapted 
from the two textbooks noted below).  

 

Students will read about the Bayonet 
Constitution and in groups of two or 

three, analyze a series of political 
cartoons related to the Bayonet 

Constitution.   

 

In groups of two or three, students 
will rotate between three stations. 

Each station will have a 
primary/secondary source document  

taking the position of either pro-
annexation or anti-annexation. With 
their group members, students will 
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Following the lesson on the Bayonet 
Constitution, students will take a test on 
both the Reciprocity Treaty and Bayonet 
Constitution (multiple choice and 
constructed response) before moving 
forward to the final section of the 
Overthrow.  

 

 

 

spend 15-20 minutes analyzing, 
evaluating the source, and answering 

questions regarding the stimulus.  

 

Afterwards, students will begin 
working on constructing an argument 

for or against the Overthrow with 
instructional scaffolding (graphic 
organizer, sentence starters, etc.) 

Featured Sources Featured Sources Featured Sources 

Source A: Reading and Worksheet 
adapted from: 

Menton, Linda K., and Eileen H. Tamura. A 
History of Hawai’i. Curriculum Research & 

Development Group, 1999. 

 

Potter, Norris W., et al. History of the 
Hawaiian Kingdom. Bess Press, 2002.  

 

 

 

Source A: Reading and Worksheet 
adapted from: 

Menton, Linda K., and Eileen H. Tamura. 
A History of Hawai’i. Curriculum 

Research & Development Group, 1999. 

 

Potter, Norris W., et al. History of the 
Hawaiian Kingdom. Bess Press, 2002. 

 

Political Cartoons: 

 

Assessment Tool: Political Cartoons 
Analysis Wkst 

Source A: Newspaper Article from The 
Pacific Commercial Advertiser 

Source B: Newspaper Article from The 
Independent 

Source C: Political Cartoons 
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Assessment Tool: Analyzing Sources 
Wkst 

Summative  

Performance Task  

Argument 
Construct an argument that answers the compelling question using precise and 
knowledgeable claims, with evidence from multiple sources, while acknowledging 
counterclaims and evidentiary weaknesses. 

Extension 

Create a powerpoint, poster board, video, or educational pamphlet that explores the current 
status of Native Hawaiians today. Either show a problem and propose a solution to address 
an issue/need of the Native Hawaiian population today or show ways in which Native 
Hawaiians are thriving. 

Taking Informed 
Action 

UNDERSTAND: What is the current status of Native Hawaiians? Pick one area they are either thriving or in 
need of support.   

ASSESS: Link historical events such as the overthrow to the current status of Native Hawaiians. 

ACT Share powerpoint, poster board, video, or educational pamphlet with at least two people outside of 
class.  

 


