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Why does the
Constitution require an

oath of office?

[photograph], Leah Ward Sears papers, MS 2427, Georgia Historical Society, Savannah, Georgia.

Supporting Questions

What officials are required to take an oath of office?1.

What is the significance of taking an oath?2.

Is making a pledge the same as taking an oath?3.
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8 Grade Georgia Hub Oaths of Office Inquiry by Lisa Landers

Why does the Constitution require an oath of office?

Inquiry Standard
SS8CG1 Describe the foundations of Georgia’s government.

e. Identify wisdom, justice, and moderation as the three principles in the Pledge of Allegiance to
the Georgia Flag. 

Staging the
Compelling
Question

Read Article VI of the United States Constitution. (Focus on paragraph three). Ask students to
identify the reason why the Constitution requires some individuals to take an oath of office.
Abraham Baldwin’s Draft Constitution, 1787 Artic..

Supporting Question 1 Supporting Question 2 Supporting Question 3

What officials are required to take
an oath of office?

What is the significance of taking an
oath?

Is making a pledge the same as
taking an oath?

Formative Performance Task Formative Performance Task Formative Performance Task

Describe the duties of an official
who is required by the Constitution
to take an oath of office. 

Explain the significance of an oath.
Identify important words that are
said, items that are used, and
people who are present when
someone is taking an oath of
office.  

Explain how a pledge is different
than an oath. 

Featured Sources Featured Sources Featured Sources

Source A: Officials Required to take
Oaths of Office

Source A: The Oath of Office Source A: The Pledge to the Georgia
State Flag

Summative
Performance Task

ARGUMENT
Construct an argument (e.g., detailed outline, poster, essay) in response to the compelling
question using specific claims and relevant evidence from historical sources, while
acknowledging competing views.

EXTENSION
Read the “No Religious Tests Clause” article from Const.. and discuss the relationship between
oaths and religion. 

Taking Informed
Action

UNDERSTAND

Read the summary of H.R. 3980, a bill regarding the Pledge of Allegiance being recited in schools
daily. 

ASSESS

Assess the role the Pledge of Allegiance plays in students’ daily lives.  

ACTION
Debate the purpose of this legislation. 
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https://georgiahistory.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/12/Abraham-Baldwin-Draft-Copy-with-Transcription-for-Online-Course-09-14-15.pdf
https://constitutioncenter.org/interactive-constitution/articles/article-vi/the-no-religious-test-clause/clause/32
https://www.congress.gov/bill/96th-congress/house-bill/3980


Overview

Inquiry Description

This is the sixth inquiry in a series from the Georgia Historical Society that focuses upon civic education and is
based on the theme, "The United States Constitution: Ensuring Liberty and Justice for All". This 8th grade
inquiry focuses on Article VI of the United States Constitution, specifically considering the Oath of Office
requirement. This inquiry challenges students to consider the purpose of taking an oath of office.

Structure

The inquiry begins with students reading Article VI of the Constitution. Students will assess the purpose of an
oath of office then identify different types of individuals who take an oath of office as required by the
Constitution. Next, students will analyze differing details regarding taking an oath, including the words said,
the items used, and the people present for the event. Finally, students will also consider how taking an oath
may be similar or different than a making a pledge by analyzing the pledge to the Georgia state flag. 
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Staging the Compelling Question
Compelling
Question

Why does the Constitution require an oath of office?

Featured Sources Source A: Abraham Baldwin draft copy of the United States Constitution, 1787
Source B: page 4 of Abraham Baldwin's draft copy of the United States Constitution

Staging the compelling question

The students should read Article VI of the Constitution and identify the reason that the Constitution requires
some individuals to take an oath of office. The oath of office is a promise to uphold the United States
Constitution. Discuss with students the reasons why they think this clause was included by the framers.  
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Compelling Question
Featured Source A Abraham Baldwin draft copy of the United States Constitution, 1787

Excerpt

Read Article VI of the United States Constitution. (Focus on paragraph three). Ask students to identify the
reason why the Constitution requires some individuals to take an oath of office. Abraham Baldwin’s Draft
Constitution, 1787 Artic..

Source:
United States Constitution draft annotated by Abraham , MS 1703, Georgia Historical Society, Savannah,
Georgia.
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https://georgiahistory.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/12/Abraham-Baldwin-Draft-Copy-with-Transcription-for-Online-Course-09-14-15.pdf
http://ghs.galileo.usg.edu/ghs/view?docId=ead/MS 1703-ead.xml;query=baldwin;brand=default#18


Compelling Question
Featured Source B page 4 of Abraham Baldwin's draft copy of the United States Constitution

United States Constitution draft annotated by Abraham , MS 1703, Georgia Historical Society, Savannah, Georgia.
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http://ghs.galileo.usg.edu/ghs/view?docId=ead/MS 1703-ead.xml;query=baldwin;brand=default#18


Supporting Question 1
Supporting
Question

What officials are required to take an oath of office?

Formative
Performance Task

Describe the duties of an official who is required by the Constitution to take an oath of office. 

Featured Sources Source A: Officials Required to take Oaths of Office

Students will identify the differing types of officials that are required by the Constitution to take an oath of
office. By identifying those officials they will gain an understanding of the differing types of offices that work
to uphold the Constitution. 

Formative Performance Task

Students should use the Baldwin draft copy of the Constitution and the web page from Cornell Law school to
gain evidence about differing types of officials who take an oath of office. Use the "Branches of the U.S.
Government" web page from USA.gov to read about the duties of the differing types of officials.  
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Supporting Question 1
Featured Source A Officials Required to take Oaths of Office

Excerpt

Abraham Baldwin’s Draft Constitution, 1787 Artic..

Branches of the US Government, USA.gov

Oath of Office for all officials except the Presid..

Source:
United States Constitution draft annotated by Abraham , MS 1703, Georgia Historical Society, Savannah,
Georgia.

Branches Of the U.s. Government,  https://www.usa.gov/branches-of-government

5 U.s. Code § 3331 - Oath Of Office,  https://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/5/3331
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https://georgiahistory.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/12/Abraham-Baldwin-Draft-Copy-with-Transcription-for-Online-Course-09-14-15.pdf
https://www.usa.gov/branches-of-government
https://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/5/3331
https://www.usa.gov/branches-of-government
https://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/5/3331


Supporting Question 2
Supporting
Question

What is the significance of taking an oath?

Formative
Performance Task

Explain the significance of an oath. Identify important words that are said, items that are used,
and people who are present when someone is taking an oath of office.  

Featured Sources Source A: The Oath of Office

This question asks students to consider the significance of taking an oath of office. 

Formative Performance Task

In order to identify commonly used words in different types of oaths of office students should read "The Oath
of Office" from the United States House of Representatives and listen to the recording of camp counselors
taking an oath to uphold the principles of the summer camp where they will be working  during the summer
of 1940. 

Students should also analyze or compare the two photographs to identify items used in a swearing in
ceremony as well as people who may be present. This evidence should help students explain why an oath is
significant.
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Supporting Question 2
Featured Source A The Oath of Office

Excerpt

The Oath of Office Bill, United States House of Representatives

Camp Council Meeting, oath of office recording, LOC

Leah Ward Sears first female Supreme Court Justice in Georgia pictured taking the oath of office as Chief
Justice in 2005, GHS

Griffin Bell (Americus, GA) receiving the attorney general oath of office from Chief Justice Warren E. Burger in
January 1977, GHS

Source:

The Oath Of Office Bill

https://history.house.gov/Historical-Highlights/17..

[photograph], Leah Ward Sears papers, MS 2427, Georgia Historical Society, Savannah, Georgia.

[photograph], Griffin B. Bell papers , MS 2305, Georgia Historical Society, Savannah, Georgia.

Todd, C. L. & Sonkin, R. (1940)  Camp Council Meeting; Oath of Office . Shafter FSA Camp, August 5. [Audio] Retrieved from the Library of

Congress, https://www.loc.gov/item/toddbib000101/.
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https://history.house.gov/Historical-Highlights/1700s/The-Oath-of-Office-Bill/
https://www.loc.gov/item/toddbib000101/
https://www.loc.gov/item/toddbib000101/
https://georgiahistory.pastperfectonline.com/photo/E15B2F28-2F03-4CCE-A988-177210854265
https://history.house.gov/Historical-Highlights/1700s/The-Oath-of-Office-Bill/�
https://www.loc.gov/item/toddbib000101/.


Supporting Question 3
Supporting
Question

Is making a pledge the same as taking an oath?

Formative
Performance Task

Explain how a pledge is different than an oath. 

Featured Sources Source A: The Pledge to the Georgia State Flag

This question asks students to differentiate between a pledge and an oath. 

Formative Performance Task

Students should use all of the sources to help identify the 5 W’s of the Pledge to the Georgia State Flag.
Students should answer the following questions in order to identify differences and possible similarities in
taking and oath and making a pledge. 

1. Who says the pledge?
2. What does the pledge mean? (“Wisdom, Justice, Moderation”)
3. Where would someone say the the pledge?
4. Why are words from the pledge also written on the state flag?
5. How is a pledge different than an oath? 

11



Supporting Question 3
Featured Source A The Pledge to the Georgia State Flag

Excerpt

The pledge to the Georgia State flag, Justia US Law

Joint Resolution Giving official recognition to the pledge of allegiance to the flag of the United States, 1945,
LOC

Reciting "I pledge allegiance," etc., public school. Norfolk, Virginia, 1941, LOC

"On May 8, 2003, Georgia's governor signed H. B. 380, which created a new state flag, displayed here by (L-R)
Senator George Hooks, Alfred Holt Colquitt Chapter 2018 member Mrs. John A. Sunaway, and Secretart of
State Cathy Cox."

Source:

2010 Georgia Code :: Title 50 - State Government :: Chapter 3 - State Flag, Seal, And Other Symbols :: Article 1 - State And Other Flags :: §

50-3-2 - Pledge Of Allegiance To State Flag

https://law.justia.com/codes/georgia/2010/title-50..

Joint Resolution Giving official recognition to the pledge of allegiance to the flag of the United States, 1945,
LOC, http://www.loc.gov/law/help/statutes-at-large/79th..

Vachon, J., photographer. (1941) Reciting "I pledge allegiance," etc., public school. Norfolk, Virginia. Norfolk
Norfolk. United States Virginia, 1941. Mar. [Photograph] Retrieved from the Library of Congress,
https://www.loc.gov/item/2017811963/.

[image], George B. Hooks papers, MS 1783, Georgia Historical Society, Savannah, Georgia.
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https://law.justia.com/codes/georgia/2010/title-50/chapter-3/article-1/50-3-2/
http://www.loc.gov/law/help/statutes-at-large/79th-congress/session-1/c79s1ch607.pdf
https://www.loc.gov/item/2017811963/
https://georgiahistory.pastperfectonline.com/archive/AC3A2868-0F41-47E8-B89E-242153244031
https://law.justia.com/codes/georgia/2010/title-50/chapter-3/article-1/50-3-2/
http://www.loc.gov/law/help/statutes-at-large/79th-congress/session-1/c79s1ch607.pdf
https://www.loc.gov/item/2017811963/.


Summative Performance Task
Compelling
Question Why does the Constitution require an oath of office?

Argument
Construct an argument (e.g., detailed outline, poster, essay) in response to the compelling
question using specific claims and relevant evidence from historical sources, while
acknowledging competing views.

Extension
Read the “No Religious Tests Clause” article from Const.. and discuss the relationship between
oaths and religion. 

Argument

Students should make an evidence-based argument to explain the reasons why the United States Constitution
requires officials to take an oath of office. 

Extension

The clause in Article VI that contains the section about oaths of office is referred to as the "No Religious Tests
Clause". Discuss with students the relationship between religion and oaths and why this clause was included
in the Constitution. 
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https://constitutioncenter.org/interactive-constitution/articles/article-vi/the-no-religious-test-clause/clause/32


Taking Informed Action
Understand Read the summary of H.R. 3980, a bill regarding the Pledge of Allegiance being recited in schools

daily. 

Assess Assess the role the Pledge of Allegiance plays in students’ daily lives.  

Action Debate the purpose of this legislation. 

Most likely students are familiar with the Pledge of Allegiance. Take the opportunity to discuss and debate
the merits or criticisms of taking the Pledge of Allegiance. 
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https://www.congress.gov/bill/96th-congress/house-bill/3980


Appendices

Oaths of Office Inquiry Bibliography.docx (https://s3.amazonaws.com/idm-
generator/u/6/4/4/b/5602/644b8b4d61190059309377947bf5fcf3998bcd77.docx)

     $
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