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Supporting Questions 

1. Who were Hunter and Dunbar and why were they in Arkansas? 

2. What did they find as they explored? 

3. How do the accomplishments of the Hunter-Dunbar expedition compare to those of 
the Lewis & Clark expedition?
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7th-8th Grade AR History Inquiry 

Is the Hunter-Dunbar Expedition Worth Remembering? 

Arkansas 
History 
Standards  

G.2.AH.7-8.1 Analyze the impact of geography on settlement and movement patterns over time using 
geographic representations and a variety of primary and secondary sources 
H.7.AH.7-8.1 Evaluate ways that historical events in Arkansas were shaped by circumstances in time and place 

Staging the 
Question 

Display a picture of Alaska explaining to students that they have just purchased this land but know nothing about 
it. Ask students what they would do first and why.  

 

Supporting Question 1  Supporting Question 2  Supporting Question 3 
Who were Hunter and Dunbar and 
why were they in Arkansas?  What did they find as they explored?  How do the accomplishments of the 

Hunter-Dunbar expedition compare to 
those of the Lewis & Clark expedition? 

Formative  
Performance Task 

 Formative  
Performance Task 

 Formative  
Performance Task 

Write a summary of the excerpted 
sources for supporting question 1 
being sure to include the 5 W’s (who, 
what, where, when, why) of Hunter 
and Dunbar. 

 Jigsaw select documents from the 
Hunter-Dunbar expedition and record 
the data from the journals in a graphic 
organizer sharing the information with 
the rest of class. 

 List the accomplishments of the Lewis-
Clark Expedition and the Hunter-
Dunbar Expedition using a graphic 
organizer. Compare the two lists and 
discuss whether the accomplishments 
are worth remembering or not. 

Featured Sources  Featured Sources  Featured Sources 

Source A: Encyclopedia of Arkansas 
(teacher-selected excerpts) 

Source B: Know Louisiana (teacher-
selected excerpts) 

Source C: Jefferson’s letter to Dunbar, 
April 15, 1804 (image OR text) 

 Source A: Journals of Hunter-Dunbar 

Source B: Selected journal entries of 
Hunter-Dunbar included under 
featured sources for supporting 
question 2 narrative section. 

 Source A: PBS Learning Media: 
Meriwether Lewis and William Clark 

Source B: Message from the President 
of the United States (1806) (excerpts 
selected by teacher) 

 Source C: AETN: “The Forgotten 
Expedition” (46:00 – 48:00 or 56:00) 

 

Summative 
Performance Task 

ARGUMENT Is the Hunter-Dunbar Expedition Worth Remembering?  Construct an argument (e.g., detailed 
outline, poster, essay) that evaluates the need to study, remember, and/or celebrate this expedition using 
specific claims and relevant evidence from sources while acknowledging competing views. 
EXTENSION Create a Google MyMap to chart the journey of Hunter and Dunbar as they traveled the 
Ouachita River / Lower Louisiana Territory region and use map markers to indicate what the explorers 
found along their journey. Include photographs and/or artifacts in each marker.  

Taking Informed 
Action 

Understand: Discuss as class (or debate) whether the Hunter-Dunbar Expedition is worth remembering. 
Assess: Write a brief roadside inscription for a historical marker describing the Hunter-Dunbar expedition 
and its contribution to our Arkansas’s pre-statehood history. Alternatively, the teacher may guide students 
on a mock expedition of their own, having students collect information on the people, artifacts, flora, and 
fauna around the school. 
Act: Present the inscription (or data collection) to an audience. 

*Featured sources are suggested and links are provided.  It may be that these links are broken and we apologize in advance for the inconvenience
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Overview	

Inquiry Description 

This	inquiry	leads	students	through	an	investigation	of	the	Hunter-Dunbar	expedition,	commissioned	by	
President	Thomas	Jefferson	after	the	purchase	of	the	Louisiana	Territory	from	France.			By	investigating	the	
compelling	question	“Is	the	Hunter-Dunbar	Expedition	Worth	Remembering?”	students	evaluate	the	
contributions	Dr.	George	Hunter	and	William	Dunbar	made	in	the	discovery	and	cataloguing	of	natural	
resources,	geographic	features,	and	Native	American	groups	in	the	lower	portion	of	the	Louisiana	Territory	
(present-day	Arkansas).	The	formative	performance	tasks	build	on	knowledge	and	skills	through	the	
course	of	the	inquiry	and	help	students	draw	evidence	from	articles,	charts,	graphs,	and	maps	while	
justifying	their	reasoning	in	writing.			Students	create	an	evidence-based	argument	about	whether	we	
should	remember	their	expedition	and	celebrate	the	accomplishments	and	knowledge	gleaned	from	it.	

This	inquiry	highlights	the	following	standards:	
● G.2.AH.7-8.1	-	Analyze	the	impact	of	geography	on	settlement	and	movement	patterns	over	time	using	

geographic	representations	and	a	variety	of	primary	and	secondary	sources 
● H.7.AH.7-8.1	-	Evaluate	ways	that	historical	events	in	Arkansas	were	shaped	by	circumstances	in	time	and	

place.	It	is	important	to	note	that	this	inquiry	requires	prerequisite	knowledge	of	historical	events	and	
ideas.		 

Thus,	students	should	have	already	studied	the	geography	of	Arkansas,	the	prehistoric	history	of	the	state,	and	
early	European	influences	in	the	region	prior	to	the	Louisiana	Purchase	by	the	United	States.	

Note:	This	inquiry	is	expected	to	take	five	to	seven	45-minute	class	periods.	The	inquiry	time	frame	could	expand	if	
teachers	think	their	students	need	additional	instructional	experiences	(i.e.,	supporting	questions,	formative	
performance	tasks,	and	featured	sources).	Teachers	are	encouraged	to	adapt	the	inquiries	in	order	to	meet	the	
needs	and	interests	of	their	particular	students.	Resources	can	also	be	modified	as	necessary	to	meet	
individualized	education	programs	(IEPs)	or	Section	504	Plans	for	students	with	disabilities.	

Structure of the Inquiry  

In	addressing	the	compelling	question	“Is	the	Hunter-Dunbar	Expedition	Worth	Remembering?”	students	work	
through	a	series	of	supporting	questions,	formative	performance	tasks,	and	featured	sources	in	order	to	construct	
an	argument	supported	by	evidence	while	acknowledging	competing	perspectives.	 

 

Staging the Compelling Question 

In	staging	the	compelling	question,	“Is	the	Hunter-Dunbar	Expedition	Worth	Remembering,”	teachers	may	prompt	
students	with	a	picture	of	the	Alaskan	wilderness	(or	any	other	teacher-selected	image)	explaining	to	students	they	
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have	just	inherited	this	piece	of	land.	They	know	nothing	about	the	place.	Ask	them	what	they	would	do	first,	and	
why	they	chose	to	do	this	first.		

After	this	brief	activity,	display	a	series	of	maps	(1800,	1803,	1817,	1819,	and	1836)	depicting	changes	in	the	
United	States’	political	boundaries	between	1800	and	1836.	These	maps	show	a	dramatic	expansion	of	the	United	
States	during	this	period,	and	students	will	be	asked	to	list	as	many	of	the	changes	as	they	can	identify	based	on	
observations	and	details	they	notice	on	the	maps.	Students	will	need	an	opportunity	to	discuss	and	compare	their	
lists,	with	the	teacher	facilitating.	In	addition	to	the	linked	sources	above,	teachers	may	go	to	
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Atlas_of_the_United_States	and	select	the	maps	they	desire	to	use	for	their	
particular	classes.	All	images	and	maps	from	the	site	are	in	the	public	domain	thanks	to	Creative	Commons.	

Supporting Question 1 

The	first	supporting	question—“Who	were	Hunter	and	Dunbar	and	why	were	they	in	Arkansas?”—has	students	
identify	basic	historical	information	of	these	early	American	explorers.	The	formative	performance	task	asks	
students	to	read	the	provided	articles	and	summarize	them	using	the	5	W’s.		The	featured	sources	for	this	question	
are	rather	lengthy	articles	from	state	encyclopedias.	Therefore,	teachers	are	asked	to	take	excerpts	from	these	
sources	for	ease	of	student	understanding.	Featured	Source	A	is	from	the	Encyclopedia	of	Arkansas	a	free	resource	
and	project	of	the	Butler	Center	for	Arkansas	Studies	at	the	Central	Arkansas	Library	System.	Featured	Source	B	is	
from	The	Digital	Encyclopedia	of	Louisiana	and	Home	of	Louisiana	Cultural	Vistas.	Finally,	Source	C	from	the	
Library	of	Congress,	is	a	photo	of	President	Jefferson’s	letter	to	William	Dunbar	asking	him	to	conduct	a	journey	to	
explore	the	lower	Louisiana	territory.	Students	also	have	the	option	of	seeing	the	text	which	makes	it	easier	to	read	
the	letter.	This	is	an	optional	source	and	may	not	give	the	information	needed	to	complete	this	task.	

Links	to	Featured	Sources:	

Source	A:	Encyclopedia	of	Arkansas	History	and	Culture	(teacher-selected	excerpts)	allow	students	to	read	about	
the	Hunter-Dunbar	expedition	and	its	effect	on	the	state	from	an	Arkansas	point	of	view		
Source	B:	Know	Louisiana	(teacher-selected	excerpts)	information	regarding	Hunter-Dunbar	from	a	Louisiana	
perspective.			
Source	C:	Jefferson’s	letter	to	Dunbar,	April	15,	1804	(image	OR	text)	Thomas Jefferson to William Dunbar. -04-15, 
1804. Manuscript/Mixed Material. Retrieved from the Library of Congress, www.loc.gov/item/mtjbib013364/.	
	

Supporting Question 2 

For	the	second	supporting	question—“What	did	they	find	as	they	explored?”—students	compile	data	from	Hunter	
and	Dunbar’s	actual	journals	to	give	a	good	overview	of	the	flora,	fauna,	and	people/cultures	that	Hunter	and	
Dunbar	encountered	along	their	journey.	Teachers	may	choose	to	have	students	read	all	of	the	excerpts	or	select	
specific	excerpts	for	students	to	examine	from	Source	A.	Depending	on	the	interest	level	of	students,	they	may	
work	in	small	groups.	For	pre-selected	excerpts	from	these	journals,	Source	B	is	a	helpful	collection.	Featured	
Source	B	contains	six	documents	from	the	journals	along	with	a	graphic	organizer	for	students	to	use	as	they	read	
and	annotate	their	sources.		
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Links	to	Featured	Sources:	

Source	A:	Journals	of	Hunter-Dunbar	thorough	compilation	of	Hunter	and	Dunbar’s	journals	and	maps.	
Source	B:	Below	are	six	entries	from	the	journals	along	with	a	graphic	organizer	for	students	to	use	as	they	read	
and	annotate	the	sources.			
	
Oct. 17, 1804  

We took observations for latitude and longitude, etc. This was our constant rule during the whole excursion. About 9:00 
a.m. came to Fort Adams on a high bluff commanding the passage of the river, where a Corporal's guard is now kept, waited here 
about an hour, set out again and arrived at the mouth of the Red River at 5 p.m.  

The river is reddish and very muddy having a fine marle or clay of that colour suspended in its waters, said to give and 
amazing degree of fertility to the soil when deposited on it, and considerable distance up, in dry seasons, is said not to be drinkable, 
being so much impregnated with salt.  

On leaving the Mississippi, one is struck with the change in the appearance of the country. Every vegetable assumes a 
fresher liveliness green. This area is barracaded or shut up by a series of high, steep, jagged. Anstony hills and mountains, especially 
toward its sources, which render it in accessible to the Osages and other predatory Indian tribes whose feet being bare, or only 
covered with their moccasins fmd it unpleasant to walk for any length of time over sharp flints of which these mountains are 
composed.  

But as the Ouachita is not much known I shall endeavor to be particular; perhaps to the reader, tediously minute.  
Encamped at 6 p.m. for the night, at a bank covered with vines; The ground composed of deep, fat, rich, reddish soil. 

 
Oct. 18/19, 1804  

Got under way at 6 a.m. after a pleasant cool night, no mosquitoes and very little current. The wind favored us at first, soon 
died away and we took to our oars.  

The timber as yet is small, and that in sight only willows and cotton woods. Banks subject to inundation. Have already seen 
many flocks of wild geese and Brannett, some ducks, but all very shy.  

The river abounds with large alligators. The banks are strewn with shells of the mother of pearl muscle, light thin and 
transparent.  

About 4 p.m. encamped at a pleasant place on the left bank going up, where there are plenty of Paccoon (pecan) trees. The 
soldiers as usual slept ashore, under their mosquito curtains whilst William Dunbar, myself and son generally lay on board the boat. 
Clouds prevented an observation for the latitude this day. We find by our log, that we row at the rate of about 1 1/2 miles per hour 
current deducted.  

…Going about a mile and a half from this, came to the Black River 150 yards wide, and left the Red River to the left which 
appears to be about the same width.  

The water is now clear, and when contrasted with the other appears black. Sounded and found 3 1/2 fathoms (deep), with 
a bottom of black sand. It is generally called ten leagues from the mouth of the Red, to that of the Black River. By our reckoning we 
find it to be only 26 miles (115 perches).  

The banks of the Black River are composed of a fine black garden mold, producing a great variety of forest trees and an 
immense herbage. Here and there patches of reeds and canes show that the banks are not so often, or so long inundated as below. 
The alligators do not appear so large, nor wild fowl so plenty as in the Red River.  
 
Nov. 6/7, 1804 

In our course for the last 30 miles, there are few or no habitations, yet we 
frequently saw cattle ranging at liberty browsing the banks. 

About 1/2 past 3 p.m. arrived at the Military Post or Garrison of Ouachita, originally called Fort Miro, after a Spanish 
Governor of that name. The old Spanish stockade fort has been torn down, and a small new one, without 
cannon or port holes erected by the Americans under Lieutenant Boinar, whose conduct gives great satisfaction to the inhabitants. 
This land we have hitherto passed is habitable only here and there, on the banks of the river and on the vicinity of Bayu's; the rest 
being generally swamp overflowed every year. 

This is but an infant settlement. The old settlers are chiefly Canadian French. They appear to have little ambition, few wants 
and as little industry. Came this day 9 miles (256 perches). By our measurement, the distance by meanders of the rivers, from this 
Post to the Mississippi, at the mouth of the Red River is 196 miles and 256 perches. 
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On a muster day of the Militia, about l00 rifle men appeared on the ground, though they amount to about 150. With the 
exception of two or three wooden houses, the people live in cabins which are so carelessly constructed as to form only a slender 
protection against bad weather. 
But as their winters are mild, they have less occasion for tight houses than we who live farther northward A great majority of the 
inhabitants follow hunting for a livelihood and have and abundance of animal food during the proper season such as venison, bear, 
buffalo meat, wild ducks, geese, swang, turkeys, brandt etc. 
 
Nov. 16/17/18, 1804 

At half past 12 came to Bayu de Saline on the right of considerable extent. This afternoon the banks begin to rise by slow 
degrees. Passed several hunting camps, but the hunters were gone. Clouds prevented an observation. 

Came 17 miles, 158 perches this day. About 4 p.m. it began to hail, and in time turned into rain, continuing with increasing 
violence the greatest part of the night.  

It is worth noting, that for this day or twos course, we have not seen any of the Spanish beard which grows on all of the 
trees so plentifully lower down. Our guide tells us we will see no more of it till we return. This substance, which we in Philadelphia, 
call Carolina Moss, appears to be restrained by nature from passing to the northward of the 33rd degree of North Latitude. 

Here a few Indians now encamped, obscure the corn growing. A canoe appears with 2 French hunters with a bear they had j 
ust killed. They belong to a larger party, where the dogs are barking ashore. 

The general strata of sand and clay the same as before described. The banks are now so elevated, as to be above all 
inundations, with white, or long leaved pines in abundance, oaks, hickory, persimmon, gum, dogwood, ironwood, and cypress 
inland. On the waters edge grow willow and chenier, this last look like privy but much bigger.  

Saw the first piece of flint Made this day 18 miles 75 perches. 
 
Nov. 29, 1804 

Near this place, we found an old Hunter named Palts of German extraction, with his three sons (men grown) and an hired 
hand, from the Post or Fort Miro, to hunt bears with a gang of dogs. They had not been long from home and had as yet only got a 
few deer. 

Their whole stock of provisions consisted of a few bushels of Indian corn, which as they wanted, they pounded in an hollow 
block of wood, with a short cut of a hickory saplin by way of a pestle, depending on what they should kill for the rest. They expected 
to return in about 6 months. 

This old man did not speak English, but was well acquainted with this part of the country, having hunted hereabouts and on 
the waters of the Arkansa for upward of 30 years. He informed us that there was a party of Chickasaws, Choctaws and other 
neighboring Indians about 8000 in number, now on their way to the River Arkansa, to drive off those 400 warriors of the Osages who 
had lately come to that country whose hands were lifted against every description. 

This man Palt also informed us of a Saline (spring) not far off and agreed to show it. The ground here was salt and bitter to 
the taste, the water oozing from a kind of puddle brackish. The men were set to dig two holes in the first. After passing through 
three feet of blue clay we came to quicksand from which issued salt water in abundance, tasting strong and bitter resembling the 
water of the ocean. The second hole required to be dug six feet to reach the quicksand and salt waters, in doing which threw up 
several pieces of broken pots of Indian earthen ware, which no doubt had been used in making salt. 
 
Dec. 9/10, 1804 

This day set out for the hot springs, accompanied by the pilot, and 8 of the soldiers, each carrying on his back, a load of the 
most necessary articles. 

….Crossing this we altered our course more to the northward and in about 4 miles more came to the mountains which gave 
birth to the hot springs.  

These famous hot springs, are perhaps 20 in number issuing out of the lower part of the mountain about 350 feet 
perpendicular. The heat is such, that a person cannot hold his hand in the water half a minute. It tastes like other good water. As 
soon as the medicine chest with the tests can be brought here, I shall proceed to examine it more particularly. This day whilst 
waiting for our baggage, took a view of the Hot Springs. I was first struck with the appearance of the vapor condensed to a mist, over 
each of the apertures through which the hot water issued; showing that the region of the hot water extended about 200 yards along 
feet of the mountain, and upwards of one hundred feet high. 

In one spring, temperature of 140 degrees were many plants of the moss kind. Our guide relates that last year he was there 
cured of pains and stiffness in his limbs, which had for a considerable time deprived him of the use of them. Major Ellis and Mr. King 
near Natchez declare they have received considerable benefit from the use of the waters. The one had lost the use of his limbs and 
the other had been consumptive. The question will occur to every person. How is this quantity of water heated? 
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What did they find along the way? 
Wildlife & Vegetation 
 

 

Resources (minerals, 
timber, precious metals, 
etc.) 

 

Climate/weather 
 

 

Soil 
 

 

What was most 
interesting about this 
part of the expedition? 

 

 
	
 

Supporting Question 3 

The	third	supporting	question—“How	do	the	accomplishments	of	the	Hunter-Dunbar	expedition	compare	to	those	
of	the	Lewis	&	Clark	expedition?”—asks	students	to	compare	the	lesser-known	Hunter-Dunbar	trip	to	the	famous	
Lewis-Clark	expedition	and	the	achievements	of	each.	Students	will	use	a	graphic	organizer	to	list	the	
accomplishments	of	both	trips	and	evaluate	whether	the	Hunter-Dunbar	trip	is	worth	remembering.	Featured	
Source	A	is	a	thorough	overview	of	the	major	accomplishments	of	the	Lewis	&	Clark	expedition,	which	students	
may	use	to	refresh	their	understanding	of	this	trip.	Featured	Source	B	is	Thomas	Jefferson’s	official	presidential	
document	outlining	many	of	the	discoveries	of	both	the	Lewis	&	Clark	and	Hunter-Dunbar	expeditions.	Pages	102	
and	122	may	be	particularly	helpful	to	teachers	as	Hunter	and	Dunbar	give	detailed	accounts	of	their	knowledge	of	
the	Caddo	and	Osage	tribes.	Featured	Source	C	is	the	full	documentary	of	Hunter	and	Dunbar	expedition	produced	
by	AETN.	Teachers	are	asked	to	highlight	the	video	between	minutes	46:00	and	56:00	as	this	section	discusses	
more	of	the	legacy	of	Hunter	and	Dunbar.	

Links	to	Featured	Sources:	

Source	A:	PBS	Learning	Media:	Meriwether	Lewis	and	William	Clark	

Source	B:	Message	from	the	President	of	the	United	States	(1806)	(excerpts	selected	by	teacher)	

Source	C:	AETN:	“The	Forgotten	Expedition”	(46:00	–	48:00	or	56:00)	
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Summative Performance Task 

Students	should	be	expected	to	demonstrate	the	breadth	of	their	understandings	and	their	abilities	to	use	evidence	
from	multiple	sources	to	support	their	claims.	In	this	task,	students	construct	an	evidence-based	argument	using	
multiple	sources	to	answer	the	compelling	question	“Is	the	Hunter-Dunbar	Expedition	Worth	Remembering?”	It	is	
important	to	note	that	students’	arguments	could	take	a	variety	of	forms,	including	an	outline,	poster,	or	essay.	

Students’	arguments	will	likely	vary,	but	could	include	any	of	the	following:	

● Yes,	the	Hunter-Dunbar	expedition	is	worth	remembering	because	the	explorers	collected	important	
information	about	the	region	that	may	have	encouraged	settlers	to	come	to	Arkansas. 

● No,	the	Hunter-Dunbar	expedition	is	not	worth	remembering	because	the	accomplishments	of	this	trip	do	
not	compare	to	the	achievements	of	other	expeditions. 

● The	Hunter-Dunbar	expedition	may	be	worth	remembering	for	Arkansas’s	history,	but	it	is	not	as	
significant	as	the	knowledge	gleaned	from	the	Lewis	&	Clark	expedition. 

To	extend	their	arguments,	teachers	may	have	students	create	a	digital	map	using	the	Google	My	Maps	program	or	
some	other	digital	mapmaking	software	(e.g.	ArcGIS).	Students	may	chart	the	expedition	using	lines	and	map	
markers,	with	each	point	including	a	brief	description	and/or	picture	or	image	to	support	the	findings	of	the	
location.	

Students	have	the	opportunity	to	Take	Informed	Action	by	drawing	on	their	understandings	of	the	Hunter-Dunbar	
Expedition	and	its	significance	to	Arkansas’s	history.	To	understand,	students	can	engage	in	a	class	discussion	or	
debate	to	determine	whether	Hunter-Dunbar’s	expedition	is	worth	remembering	and	memorializing.	To	assess	the	
issue,	students	may	do	one	of	two	things:	for	a	more	formal	activity,	students	may	develop	a	roadside	or	historical	
marker	with	an	inscription	describing	the	contribution	of	the	Hunter-Dunbar	expedition	to	the	state.	For	a	less	
formal	activity,	students	may	act	as	explorers	themselves	and	engage	on	a	schoolwide	“expedition”	to	collect	data	
about	the	area,	including	detailed	descriptions	and/or	drawings	of	people,	artifacts,	flora,	and	fauna.	Students	may	
use	regular	paper	to	act	as	their	journals	and	work	in	teams	to	collect	as	much	information	within	a	short	time	
span	or	be	assigned	various	parts	of	the	school	to	collect	information	on.	Depending	on	school	availability,	the	
teacher	may	take	students	on	a	field	trip	to	a	local	park,	nature	center,	or	historic	site	to	conduct	the	“expedition.”	
To	act,	students	should	present	their	historical	markers	or	journal	entries	to	an	audience.	This	audience	may	be	to	
each	other,	another	class,	or	school/city	leaders	or	parents.	If	a	historical	marker	inscription,	students	may	desire	
to	post	their	inscriptions	around	the	room	and	conduct	a	gallery	walk.	If	an	expedition	outside,	students	may	want	
to	build	a	slideshow,	documentary,	or	journal	to	share	with	the	audience.	

	
	
	
	
	
	


