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Do taxes help or hurt
United States citizens?

https://www.rt.com/usa/irs-target-government-criticism-213/
Supporting Questions
1. In what ways does the government of the United States collect taxes, and how is that

money spent?
2. What are the seven different income tax brackets and four categories that U.S. citizens

must file under with the United States Revenue Service?
3. How do taxes affect people from different socio-economic backgrounds?
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9th Grade Economics Inquiry

COMPELLING QUESTION?
Arkansas Standards for
Social Studies

NE.6.E.3: Examine fiscal policy tools used by the executive and legislative branches of the government
(e.g., taxation, spending).

Staging the Question

Discuss what the US debt clock is and the different categories found on that clock. Theorize what the
rate is at which the clock changes in numbers of debt for the United States.

Supporting Question 1
In what different ways does the
government of the United States
collect taxes, and how is that money
spent?
Formative
Performance Task
Write a short essay about the ways
that the United States collects taxes
and how the money is spent in the
different categories.
Featured Sources
Source A: US Revenue from Taxes
Source B: Federal Budget
Source C: Federal Budget 101

Supporting Question 2
What are the seven different income
tax brackets and four categories that
U.S. citizens must file under with the
United States Revenue Service?

Supporting Question 3
How do taxes affect people from
different socio-economic backgrounds?

Formative
Performance Task

Formative
Performance Task

Expand the essay to include
information about income tax brackets
and categories for filing taxes.

Role play about how taxes have
negatively affected people based upon
their socio-economic background.

Featured Sources

Featured Sources

Source A: Tax Brackets/Categories in
the United States

Source A: Article- Imagine There’s No
Income Tax
Source B: American Income Before and
After Taxes
Source C: Federal Tax Calculator

Summative
Performance Task

Taking Informed
Action

ARGUMENT: Do taxes help or hurt United States citizens? Construct an argument (e.g., campaign
commercial, poster, persuasive essay) that discusses the compelling question using specific claims and
relevant evidence from historical sources while acknowledging competing views.
EXTENSION: Participate in a class or whole school grade-level Town Hall meeting discussing the issue of
whether local, state, or national taxes should be raised, lowered, or eliminated.
UNDERSTAND: Investigate the local tax system in your community and compare/contrast that with the
State in which you live in an informative essay.
ASSESS: Consider the ways that students can voice their opinion and ideas about tax policy.
ACT: Draft a letter to a U.S. Congressman or Senator expressing an opinion on improving taxation in the
United States.
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Overview
Inquiry Description
This inquiry leads students through an investigation of taxation in the United States. By investigating the
compelling question, “Do taxes help or hurt United States citizens?” students will evaluate the pros and
cons of taxes on the citizens of the United States. Students will discover the different ways that the
government collects taxes, how they spend the revenue from it, what categories and tax brackets people
fall into when filing their taxes, and how various socio-economic groups are affected by taxes on their
income.
It is important to note that this inquiry may require some prerequisite knowledge of economic factors of the
Consumer Price Index, Cost of Living Indicators, Gross National Product Indicators, but it is not essential to carry
out this inquiry.
The time allotted for this inquiry is up to each teacher, but generally should not take more than 5-6 regular class
periods. Teachers may need an additional day or two for the extension activity. Taking informed action will require
some time outside of the classroom. What that means is that these two activities may take up to another week. As
with all inquiries, teachers are highly encouraged to adapt this inquiry in time frame or in other ways to meet the
special needs of their students who have an IEP or a 504 Plan.

Structure of the Inquiry
This inquiry begins with the compelling question, "Do taxes help or hurt United States citizens?" After looking at
variety of sources, students will begin to get an idea of what is being taken in as tax revenue and where the money
is going. They will then discover that the United States has been borrowing money against the future to keep up
with expenditures. Each of the formative performance tasks help students’ build knowledge about our tax system.
The extension activity may take additional time, but is certainly an important activity. Finally, students will
proceed through the taking informed action part of this inquiry and make informed suggestions about our tax
system to persons who can make changes at the local, state or national levels.

Staging the Compelling Question
In staging the compelling question, “Do taxes help or hurt United States citizens?” teachers will present the
National Debt Clock in a “do-now” situation, by asking students to assess what they see and relate that in a few
sentences on their own sheet of paper. After students have had a few minutes, the teacher should randomly
sample students’ reactions. A good source for the U. S debate clock is online at http://www.usdebtclock.org/
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Supporting Question 1
The first supporting question, “In what different ways does the government of the United States collect taxes, and
how is that money spent?” has students discover the different ways our government collects taxes and then how
that money is spent in actual expenditures. The formative performance task for this supporting question is that
the students will be required to write a brief essay based upon what they have learned. The featured sources for
this supporting question will involve students reviewing charts of where tax revenue goes, the budgets for national
programs, and use an internet source for the Federal Budget 101 to get a complete understanding for the assigned
performance task for this supporting question.

Supporting Question 2
For the second supporting question “What are the seven different income tax brackets and four categories that U.S.
citizens must file under with the United States Revenue Service?” Students will view the different tax brackets and
categories that each U.S. citizen is assigned based upon their income through a valuable internet resource, and then
expand on the essay they began in the first formative performance task. This new writing should provide a
description of the tax bracket can categories under which people can file taxes.

Supporting Question 3
The third supporting question “How do taxes affect people from different socio-economic backgrounds?” has
students discovering what a person’s income looks like before and after taxes. Students will examine an income tax
calculator and read a document that suggests that we should get rid of income taxes completely and instead assign
a flat-rate tax across all categories and all socio-economic levels of society. This supporting question is crucial to
being able to understand how taxes affect people. Students will take on the role of a person in a specific income tax
bracket and then describe how the current tax system affects their character. Students should think about the
negative and potentially positive effects.

Summative Performance Task
At this point in the inquiry, students have examined the United States tax system, and should be able to present an
evidence-based argument of whether taxes help or hurt United States citizens using the sources provided in this
inquiry. This summative performance task can take any form as assigned by the teacher for assessment but should
be weighted more heavily than the formative performance tasks.
Students’ arguments will likely vary, but could include any of the following:

ARKANSAS C3 TEACHERS HUB
●
●
●

Taxes paid by U.S. citizens help the nation’s economy and benefit the people themselves by funding public
programs, our military, and infrastructure.
Taxes paid by U.S. citizens hurt our nation’s economy and the people themselves by taking money away
from household incomes and reducing the amount people can spend in their local economies.
Taxes paid by U.S. citizens can be both helpful and harmful. Taxes help pay for essential national items such
as military and infrastructure, but they also take money away from families.

To extend students’ arguments, teachers may have their students participate in a class or whole-school grade level
Town Hall meeting to discuss the issue of whether local, state, or national taxes should be raised, lowered, or
eliminated.
Taking Informed Action:
Students have the opportunity to take informed action by drawing on their understanding of revenue collections
and expenditures at the various levels of our government and how every citizen of the United States is taxed based
upon their income and/or socio-economic level. To understand, students investigate the local tax system in your
community and compare/contrast that with the State in which you live in an informative essay. To assess students
then consider the ways that students can voice their opinion and ideas about tax policy. Finally, to act, students
will either draft a letter to a U.S. Congressman or Senator giving their opinion on how we can improve taxation in
the United States using evidence found in research of this topic or write a letter to the editor of the local newspaper
discussing local taxes, its collection and expenditures and how the system could be improved using evidence-based
support for that opinion.

